Comatricha pulchella (C. Bab.) Rostaf.

Date: 30 May 2014. Black Sugarloaf, Birralee (big tree track).

Habitat: Closed wet Eucalypt forest.

Substrate: Leaf in litter accumulated among fronds of
Dicksonia antarctica.

Description scattered to gregarious stalked brown sporangia
0.8-1.2 mm high. Sporotheca ovate to sub-cylindrical, light
brown, 0.6 x 0.4-0.6 mm diameter. Stalk < half height of
sporotheca, black in reflected light, reddish by transmitted
light, 0.5-0.6 mm long. Hypothallus discoid, conspicuous,
reddish brown. Peridium fugacious. Columella gradually
tapering, almost reaches the top of the sporotheca where

it merges into capillitium. Capillitium abundant, brown,
perpendicular to columella, anastomosing, with free ends.
Spores brown in mass, reddish brown by transmitted light,
warted, most 7.5 pum, a few much larger.

Notes: Keys out to C. pulchella in N.E. N.-B. (1991).
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