Comatricha subalpina M.L. Farr & S.L. Stephenson 0623

Date 28 June 2016. Black Sugarloaf (big tree track downslope
from Bedfordia hill). Habitat: Closed wet Eucalypt forest.
Substrate: twig fallen among fronds of Dicksonia antarctica.
Description: small group of dark brown stalked sporangia
1-1.7 mm high. Sporotheca subglobose to ovoid, 0.6 high

x 0.5 mm wide. Stalk black, shiny, slightly flared at base,
about half the length of sporangia; reddish brown and fibrous
at base by transmitted light. Peridium fugacious except for
apex and base of sporotheca. Columella reaches to the apex
of sporotheca, gradually tapering upwards with membranous
expansion at apex. Capillitium attached along full length

of columella, brown, lighter at tips; warts, small rods and
wrinkles at tips. Spores brown with sinuous reticulate pattern,
6.5-7.5 um.

Notes: Keys out to C. subalpina Poulain er al. (2011) except
membranous expansion at apex of columella is not mentioned.
Also collected from ground litter, June 2014 (MEL# 320).



